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its forces, but there are good reasons for believing at the present
time that very grievous inroads are being made upon the enemy's
superiority of numbers, and we may await the decision of this
prolonged air battle with sober but increasing confidence.
The German attacks upon the civil population have been con-
centrated mainly upon London, in the hopes of terrorising its
citizens into submission or to throw them into confusion, and, of
course, in the silly idea that they will put pressure upon the Govern-
ment to make peace. The deliberate and repeated attacks upon
Buckingham Palace and upon the persons of our beloved King and
Queen are also intended, apart from their general barbarity, to have
an unsettling effect upon public opinion. They have, of course, the
opposite effect. They unite the King and Queen to their people
by new and sacred bonds of common danger, and they steel the
hearts of all to the stern and unrelenting prosecution of the war
against so foul a foe.
I gave the House when I last addressed them the casualty
figures up to the end of August and without prejudice to our habit
of publishing the figures monthly, I may now mention that during
the first half of September about 2,000 civilians—men, women and
children—have been killed, and about 8,000 wounded by air
bombardment. Four-fifths of these casualties have occurred in
London. Many hospitals and churches and public monuments have
been damaged, but the injury to our war-making capacity has been
surprisingly small. We are only now beginning to get the increased
flow of production from the great programmes which were started
on the outbreak of the war, and it is very agreeable to see that the
increases are maintained over so wide a field in spite of the enemy's
fire. To show how indiscriminate and wanton is the enemy's
attack, one has only to compare the figures of civilian casualties
in the first fortnight of this month with the military casualties.
There were, as I have said, 10,000 civilian casualties- from air
attack, but only some 250 of these occurred in all the Fighting
Forces.
The air-raid precautions organisation in all its branches has
proved its efficiency, and the greatest discipline and devotion have
been shown by all. The fire brigades are, of course, conspicuous,
but in paying tribute to them there must be no disparagement to
all the other forms of service which have been faithfully and punc-
tiliously discharged. Of course, the task of preserving the health
and well-being of this enormous community in the Thames Valley,
exceeding 8,000,000 souls, living under artificial conditions of
civilisation, and supplying them with food and all other necessities

